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Pavilion and Community Room Break in 

On Christmas Day the Pavilion in Dartmouth Park was broken into and 
there was considerable damage to the building, but our main concern was 
that we had a ten year collection of artefacts and memorabilia, a lot of 
which was either stolen or irreparably damaged. 

The incident was reported to the Police by a Friends of Dartmouth Park 
volunteer. However the Police only responded by giving us a Crime  
Number. 
 
The Friends group salvaged what we could in the Community Room, 
cleared the broken glass and cleaned the room to make it available for the 
groups who use it on a regular basis.  Everything is back to normal, except 
that we will no longer be displaying memorabilia and artefacts in the  
building.  We have written to the Police Commission for the West Midlands 
about the fact the Police would not attend and also to the Council  
regarding the alarm and CCTV in the Pavilion not functioning. Both are  
now working following repairs to the alarm and the replacement of the 
CCTV. 

We will not be deterred and will carry on with our voluntary work in the 
Park to make it a safe and beautiful environment for everyone to enjoy. 

Dates for your 2020 Diary 

10am Monday mornings in the  

Community Room 

Fun Exercise Classes– £2 

2pm Monday afternoons  

Health Walk in the Park 

Meeting at Main Entrance 

12 Noon Friday 17 April 

Colour Fete  

Organized by College Students 

2pm Tuesday 21 April 

Annual General Meeting 

Community Room 

 

11am Saturday 16 May  

Spring Fair and History Exhibition 

Events Area and Community Room 

12.00 Saturday 27 June  

Armed Forces Day 

Events Area 

Tuesday 14 July 

Visit to Powis Castle 

 

11am Saturday 22 August 

Summer Fair 

Events Area 

Tuesday 15 September 

Visit to Kew Gardens, London 

 

More info about AGM and Trips on Page 2 

 

Twenty-two University Students volunteered to spend Sunday  
19 January in the Park cutting back trees and shrubs. A big thank 
you to the students and to Zahra Khalil from Groundwork UK for  
organizing the visit for the Friends. 

http://www.friendsofdartmouthpark.org.uk
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The article on pages 3 and 4 has a connection with Darby’s Brewery, our recent Heritage Lottery  
Project.  Joseph Parker’s niece, Ada Edwards, who lived with Joseph and his wife Emma and later his second wife  
Sarah, received a substantial legacy from her Uncle when he died in 1893.  Ada married Charles Darby in 1893.  Her 

legacy enabled Charles to buy The Bush from his father George and he was soon building his own Brewery at Greets 
Green, which became the most successful Brewery in West Bromwich. 

 Annual General Meeting—2pm Tuesday 21 April  

Following the business of the meeting we have  
Clare Weston from the Black Country Living Museum  

informing us about their exciting new project the  
40s-60s Street that includes saving two buildings from  

West Bromwich—the old Gas Showrooms in the High Street 
and Lavender’s building on the corner of Hall Green Road 

2020 Outings 

Our outings are always popular and this 
year we have decided to have two.   
 

Powis Castle, Welshpool 

Tuesday 14 July 

Cost £10 for NT members 

and £22.50 for non-members 

Kew Gardens, London 

Tuesday 15 September 

Cost £30 for coach and entrance to gardens 

You can pay for these outings at the AGM. 

The Community Room was 
full of children enjoying 
themselves during Half 

Term. The weather hadn't 
been great for them, but 

funtime theatre made up for 
any disappointment by  

giving a wonderful  
performance of Snow 

White. Thank you to the Big 
Lottery for funding this  
entertainment for the  

children. 

 

funtimetheatre a great success in the  

Community Room  

Police Cadets arriving in the Park to work 
on a very bleak Tuesday in February.  The 
Friends wish to thank them for their hard 
work which has helped to make the Park a 
better place for us all to enjoy. 
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The Story of the Clock on the tower of All Saints Church  
by Ken Ford who has looked after the clock for 19 years 

 

I am the publicity officer for the All Saints Players drama group and I have also looked after the church clock for the past 19 
years.  Ernie Brittin and Dave Lord, the Verger, looked after it previously. I saw its 100th Anniversary come and go but I had no 
“time” because I was still working.  
 
The clock was donated on the 5

th
 March 1905 by Mrs JOSEPH PARKER in her husband’s memory, 12 years after his death!  

I have done some research on the Parkers and the clock. The Vicar at the time was Rev.  
Mitchell Muirhead Connor, who was Vicar from 1881 to 1930. The old church hall and a local 
road were named after him. 
 
A sundial was installed on the south facing wall of the tower. The problem is that it is one hour 

slow in “summertime” and it stops working after dark!  

An original clock (left) was installed in 1794 made by Thwaite of 
London and lasted just over 110 years when it became very  
dilapidated.  
 
The present clock (right) was made by J Smith and Sons, Steam 
clock works Derby and was installed in March 1905.  It is a turret 
clock with a Dennison double three legged gravity escapement.  

 

 

 
  
 
 

It would have originally been hand wound twice weekly via the 35 spiral steps to the clock  
chamber. It has a mechanical chime mechanism but this was not working when I got involved. 
The bill was paid in full in May. Transport was PLA (passenger luggage in advance) by rail and 
horse and cart to either West Bromwich or Newton road stations. Smith of Derby tell me that they did not have their own motor-
ized transport until the 1930’s.                                            

 

 

 

Smith of Derby (the same firm) have informed me,  their ledger has an entry on 4th March 1905: 
  New church clock with old dial restored striking hours with frame large enough for chimes inclusive of  

woodwork—£90/0s/0d” (about £5,161 today)   
Allowed for old clock - £10/0s/0d                                                                                               

                                      Brass inscription plate 8”X4”- £1/2s/6d                                                                      
                           Total to pay—£81/2s/6d 

Sometime in 1980 after a 6 Months stoppage the clock was overhauled and a 240 volt electric  
motor and gearbox were fitted to automatically wind the clock every two hours and the work was 
paid for by donations. The work was carried out by Horologist Mr Vernon Hadley of Ellows Road, 
Lower Gornal, Dudley. He also overhauled the chiming mechanism and replaced the clock face as 
it is today. I believe it is made of fibre glass. (See photo)  
 
Some photos have just come to light of the clock face being replaced in 1980; I think you call this 
déjà vu. Note the time on the clock is the same time of my photo taken in 2015 (ten to twelve). By 
today’s standards the switching mechanism was very primitive using string and “knicker elastic” to 
operate a mercury switch. Fast forward 20 years to when I got involved and here is an entry from 
the log book: July 2001—The switch failed to stop the motor and the clock stopped—”the knicker 
elastic had stretched”. I remember coming down from the tower and telling the Verger, David Lord, 
we needed some new knicker elastic to repair the clock. An appeal was made in the church  
magazine which was picked up by the Express and Star and made the front page. Many people 
offered elastic and local radio stations from all over the country were phoning him for interviews! It 
was also featured on B.B.C. Midlands Today.   
 
Continued on page 4………. 

This brass plate 

is attached to the 

clock. 
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The workings of the clock have been updated on several occasions. An electronic chime was installed about 10 years ago but 
it’s not always in sync with the clock, it operates a solenoid which causes a hammer to strike a bell. The clock stopped recently, 
the charger had failed again!   The clock company have now put this right and the clock is working again.  
 

Who were the Parkers?  Joseph Parker was born in 1839 in Smethwick and started to work as an errand boy at Henry 
Mitchell’s Crown Brewery in Oldbury Road, Smethwick, before Mitchell went into partnership with 
William Butler to create the famous M&B. Joseph was living at the Crown on the 1861 census and is 
down as an Ostler / Brewer age 21. He later became beer retailer/publican at the Railway Tavern, 
Galton Street, Smethwick. He  moved to the Birmingham House Inn, 277 High Street, West Brom-
wich, in 1871. He was still the licensee on the 1891 census. His first wife Emma died in 1892. There 
is no evidence of any children. He was there for 21 years. This building was demolished in 1895. The 
new build on the site became the Sandwell Hotel, Goose and Granite, Goose and is now back to 
trading as the Sandwell again. 
 
Joseph Parker’s second wife was Mrs Sarah Ann Foxcroft born in Manchester in 1846. She married 
Christopher Clark in 1877 in Lancashire and they were running the “Fatted Calf” hotel in Manchester 
in 1881. In 1890 they moved to the Midlands and Christopher was the manager of the Dartmouth Arms Hotel, 2 Paradise Street, 
West Bromwich. He died of bronchitis later that year and is buried at Heath Lane Cemetery. He left £121 (about £7250 today) all 
to his widow Sarah, and again there is noevidence of any children. On the 1891 census, Sarah was the manager, with her  
widowed sister-in-law and her young niece and two nephews. The Birmingham House Inn and the Dartmouth Arms Hotel were 
two of the largest hotels in West Bromwich town centre. The Dartmouth Hotel was built in 1834 and closed in 1977 for road  
widening for the “new” town centre.  
 
Joseph Parker married Sarah Ann Clark at Christ Church, High Street, West Bromwich, in 1893.  She was age 47, he was 54, 
and gave his address as Galton Street, Smethwick, and Sarah’s as the Golden Cross on the corner of St Michael Street, West 
Bromwich, where she was now the licensee.  
 
They moved to the Bulls Head Inn, Tame Bridge. Sadly Joseph died age 55. He passed away on 17

th
 December 1893, the 

cause of death was Bright’s disease (Nephritis/ kidney disease) and Dropsy (fluid retention / swelling). Sarah was present at the 
death. Joseph was buried at Christ Church with his first wife Emma, the same church where he had married Sarah less than six 
months before on the 20

th
 December 1893. He left a staggering £9422/18s/1d (about £564,345 today).  The executors were 

John Edwin Mitchell brewer and Edward Chambers accountant. He left his niece Ada Edwards a considerable amount of  
property and his widow Sarah Parker, together with Ada  Edwards, shared ‘the household furniture, stock in trade and other  
effects in and around the house”.  He also left money to several other beneficiaries. Sarah continued to run the Bulls Head Inn 
till 1896. 

The Bulls Head Inn was in a rural setting, which would have been totally different to the life in 
Manchester, Birmingham or even West Bromwich. It was situated on the road to Walsall near 
to the river Tame (see 1908 photo right) and was then in the Borough of Wednesbury. It later 
became part of West Bromwich when the boundary was moved to just past the Yew Tree 
Estate. Transport would have been horse and cart / pony and trap; the nearest railway  
station was Bescot about a half mile walk. The railway had opened in 1837 and a large  
siding was constructed near to the pub. The nearest villages were Stone Cross and Delves. 
The pub was well used by railwaymen and a few had their last drinks in there before being 
found dead on the tracks the next day! The first recorded licensee was 1842 and it closed in January 1967 for the construction of 
the M6 motorway. The motorway is directly on top of the pub site! 

I was born near the Bulls Head in 1947; it was an Ansell’s house then. My parents would sometimes take me and my brother 
there for a drink, they did not have a garden but had tables and benches in front of the pub and the side of the car park. They 
also had a green wooden pavilion in case it rained. Looking at the 1908 photo I can tell you that the dwelling on its right was a 
farm cottage or brew house, to the left of the bridge was the settlement beds of the Bescot sewerage works and behind the pub 
was a field full of cows. Between the two there was a public footpath to Brockhurst Crescent in Walsall. The bridge itself was 
very narrow and had no footpath and Dad told me there were many fatal accidents at this spot. Later a second bridge was  
added with a separate footpath. The road often flooded after heavy rain.  We were always told that the Bulls Head was haunted 
and with the landlord’s dog barking, the wind rustling the trees, it was always frightening to walk past on the way home from 
Bescot Station after train spotting especially at dusk. I did go in for a quick drink age 19 before it closed. 

There is now a twist to the story, Christ Church was de-commissioned on 31
st
 May 1978 due 

to falling congregation and it is said a vagrant broke in and set fire to it on 23
rd

  October 1979 
burning it to the ground. A demolition order was issued on 10

th
 December 1979 and a sale 

was authorised on 17
th
 December 1980. In 1987 the remains were all removed and brought 

to All Saints Church and were re-interred near to the Jubilee extension grave yard. (See  
photo of re-interment stone).  

Joseph now resides close to the clock donated in his name by his second wife, Sarah, who 
lived at Holly Villa, Hollyhedge Road, at the time, but in later years moved to a  
Nursing Home in Malvern. 


